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The I lonorablc Tcd Poc
IJ.S. IIoLrse ol Rcpfcscntltr\  cs
\Vu \h r rg ton .  I ) (  105 I5

Dci l l  (  onqrcssrn l l l  l 'oc:

' I 'his 
responds to )oLrr lcttor 1o l l)c I 'residcrrl  r 'csrr 'din! l  thc sculcnccs tcccivccl bl lgtt lcio

I{rnros and.losc;\ lonso (\rnrPcan Li lch l \ ' lcr lrber wlro sig crl  lhis lcltcf $' i l l  |cccivc arr idcnlical
rcsponsc. Wc iLpoloqizc l iu rnl inconrcnrcnco our dcl irv irr rcsponding nrir) hrvc catrscd yoLl

On  Oc lob r r  l 1 ) .20 (Xr .  l i  i Lcd  S t r t cs  D is l r i c l
I{0rros to l l l  nr()nlhs i ] lnd . loso Alo|lso ( orr l)r:rrr l()
conncc tcd  l o  t hc  l ; c l )n r i l r ) ,  10O5 .  s l l oo l i r r l t  i r r c i ( l c1 r l .
t l ) c  l  n i l c ( l  S t r t cs  A t to rncy ' s  O l l i cc  l i ) f  l hc  \ \ ' c s l c  r
ir l i )rnrr lron

1u(l : tc Kir lhlee| l  C rr(1or le scrr lcncc( l  I ! t r r i lcro
l J . l  I n o n l h s  i n  l c d c r u l  p n s o r r  o u  c l r a r g r s

\\ ic havc cncloscd t l r rcc l )rrss rclcr lscs l ionr

I  ) i s l r  i c l  o l -  I  o \ u s  \  h r c l l  l ) ( ) \  1 ( l c  l d ( l l t l o r r i l l

As to thc rssuc )oLr l1lr isc ol  i r  1 ' rrs i( icrr l i i l l  pr l . ( lon. shotr ld \ lcssrs I{ul t tos i ln( l  (  ont l )c lrn

\ ' ish lo pcl l t lon lor c lcrrrurrcr ' .  t l lcv nrr) '  eonl lc l  lhc Ol l icc ol  l l tc I )r f ( lon .Attofncv r l  lhr

[)cpi ]r lnrcnt ol  . lLrsl icc lor l i rnhcr inl i t rnrr t ion on cl ig ibr l i l -v 'd rr t t l  p|r)cc( l t l fes. l  hc 1l( ldtcss rs:

Ol l icc ol  thc I ' r fdor A11or|cy. (  LS. I)cpiutrncnl ol- . lusl ice.500 I : i fs l  SLfcct.  N\\ ' .  Surlc-10{1.

Wrshiul l lon. DC' 10510.

Wc rppfeciule yoLI i r ) tcfrst  rrr  this nr i r l tcf .  I ' le lsc do r lot  hcsi l t l lc to cont i lc l  thc

I)epu|1r lrc l  ( ) l  . l rst icc i1 \ \ 'c ern bc ol_irssisl i t r rcc i rr  othcr l l l i : l l tc l -s.

Sincercly,

I  l t  t , r
1' a,ne- l\' LL-E/''
l l /

Ja rncs  H .  C l i nge r
Acting Assisl i lnl Attorncv Cenefal

EDclosures
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U.S. Department of Justice

Offi ce of LcgislLrti!e Affairs

Otlce !1 lh. Ais lJnt Al!,m!y (itf url :ttrhtrt.,) l)( )t)ll0

I 'cc 7 LJ.l

Erch Menber rvho sig[ed lhc let lcr rvi] l  rcceive an identical copv ol this rcspolsl\ e
lcttcr

The l lonorahle Tcd Poc
[].S. HoLrsc of Rcprcscnlal ivcs
\V : r sh ing ton .  I ) . (  .  205 I5

l)ci lr  Colrgrcssnixi l)oc:

' I  hls rcsl)on(ls to your lcl lcr 1() l l rc Altonrcv Concral rcgrldin!t thc prosccLlt;on a d
con ! i c l i on  o l - l o r |nc r  t i .S .  Bodc r  I ' a l ro l  ( l iSB I ' )  Agcn ts  l snec io  Rar r ros  a r rd . l osc  A IoDso
(i)nrpcan in thc Wcstcnl L)istf ict ol TcxiLs.

Ou Oclobcr 19. 1006 l lni lerl  StLLtcs Dishict Jud{u Kitt l l lccn ( i l tLl()ne scntcnccd Iqnacio
Rtnros to l l2 nronths iLnd.losc Alonso Conrl)can to l :1,1 l lro lhs on clrrr l lcs conneclcd to thc
|cbrLl lry.20(15 shooting incidcnt. \Vc hlvccncloscd thrccprcss rclorsrs l ionl lhe Unitcd Slttcs
Attofnov s Oll icc lbr thc Wcslcr n Distf icl  ol_ l  cxas \\ hich providc addit ioral i l l  l i ,rmrttun.

As yoLr know, lhc la\\ 's ol thc t lni lcLl Str lcs nlrkc i l  a crinrc lbr la\\ cr) l inccrncnl to usc
crccssivc l ir lcc in appfchcnding suspccts 8c nssrrred lhot 1hc Dcprrtnlent wil l  c(Jnl inuL- Lo
prosecule cxtraofdir irfy cascs such rs this thrt ! iolrtc an indi! idLriLl 's consli lut ionrl r ights in lhis
nrrnncrlo lhc l ir l lcsl cxtent ol lhc l i lw. Although thc scntcucc rnay sccnl l larsl l  lo you. thc
Dcpxrtr cnl ol-. lusl ice rnd lhe courls arc bound by larv. Mcsscrs Ranros rnd (-ompean rcccivcd a
lair lr ial,  and thc courl r)usl i  posc i l  senlcnce as cslablishetlby Ia\r, t irki | ]g irr lo co sidcration
thc scnlcrcing g idcl inc rangc I ircd lbr l l lcsu ol lc Scs. l  hc 1]lLridcl inc ranqcs hevc beerr
csl i lblr\ lrod lo cnsurc lhal thc sonlonccs l ir l  srnri lar ol lerscs b1' sinrl lu dclcuduuls \ i l l  Isurl l \  l )e
unilbrln throughoul th(j  counuy.



The Honorable Ted Poc
Pa_sc 2

\Ve appreciate your inlerest in this natter. Plcasc do not hcsitatc to contact the
Departmcnt olJustice i f  we can be ofassistance in othcr matters.

Sincerely,

()*il (l^rc-
Jamcs H. Clingcr
Acling Assist iLnl Attorncy Gcncral



ILS. Departmert of Justice
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Johnnv Sutton. f l .S. Attornev

FOR TN{I\'IEDIATE RELtrASE

Scplcmber 8. 2006

Shrna Jones,  Speci . l  A$Ntrn l
D!ry! ficlds. Public Afiairs Officer

(210)  l8 : l  7 .15:

1D rcsponsc t ( )  nr iss larenrer ts  ef ld  n ls in i i ) rnutrnr  bcnrg rcpor lc( l  j r  lhe t redia 'c ! : . r l i r ! t  lh .  p tuscctr l ion of
I l ] l ] r t i o I t r l | ( ^ l l ! l . I l ) ! c ^ ] o l n ) i . ( ] n l | c a n . | . | | l L | l g l o r ! | ! { ) 1 l n g l h r t o . . l | J , . ( � � | � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
I , ! l r ,n  agcn15 on Fcbnt iD lT. l l l05.  th . l 'nx.J  StJ( . r  . \ l t \ , i  Lr . )  r  ( ) l lL ! !  i t ) ,  i l ,e  \ \ ' . \ lc r r  D,srr l ! r  o1 fc \J f '  rc lcJscr  l l ra
advrsory sunnn.r iz ing thc cvdcncc prescnicd r l  dcfendanls '  1r ;a l

As wi l l  bc dcmorstr l lc ( l  by r lc  su l lnmr!  bc lo$.  lhc d. lcndanls werc prosccutcd bccaLNc lhcy hnd I i 'c ( l  lhcrr
welpons a1 a rDrn who hrd r l rcr rDrcd t , )  surcndcr  hy hol ( l i rs  hrs opc ' r  hrods in  the arr ,  a t  whrch l rmc Ageot  ( lompcan

xl lernptcd t ( )  hr t  thc man wr l l r  the bul l  o f ( 'onDcrn s s l l ) tgun.  cxusurg lhc nrrn k)  run iD l t r r  o l  Nhr l  l l r r  rgcnts $()u ld
do n)  h im next .  A l thorrgh bolh agcf l ts  sr$ lhr t  thc mrr  $rs nol  anl red,  thc agcrr ls  l j red 11lc l r l  l5  n)u. ( ls  r l  h i r l  \ lhr lc
h.  sas ru l l r ing rwry l lonr  thcnr .  hr l l rng h inr  oncc

On l rcbrurr )  17.  2(105.  Inr( lcr  l ' r l ro l   gcnls  lL 'nrcro l t rnr)s  rnd Josc Akr)so (bur t )cxrr  $ crc on r lo l \ '  x lorU ihc
t j  i i . iMc\ ico bor( lcr .  \ lnk ius oul  o l l l lc  hbcDs ln! ( l . r  l ' r ln) l  St r t ron ,^ t  app()xunl lc ly  onc o c lock In l l )e  x l icnroon.
. \ g e | l l ( 0 n r | c a | o b s c l v c d | \ J n u e | r t I l c h o r t 1 c l r h t | l l \ o a n ( j c h a l | n r i | c s \ \ ' c d o 1 - I a b c | s A c c o ! { 1 l n g ! ) l h . l . s l l n ! ! ] y .
l 1 l c d r l v c r o l . l h e ! x | . ( ) s \ ' | 1 { k l A l d r c t c l ) l r t i | . l . l ] l | | c l | l { ) y 1 e | ( l ! ) ] \ � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
vc l t rc lc  rn( l  r t lcnrptcd lo  rur  brck t ( )  \ {cr ieo , \ r '1cr  I lJn lx  to ld Al ( l re tc  I ) rvr la  to s tot .  I txnxx drc\ \  Ins scrvr .e rc \d\cr
r n ( l p o l | r | c ( l L t l l , \ l ( l r e t c I ) | \ l l 3 ' A 1 d l c t c ' I h ! | | N | t | n r l ) c t l 1 n l o l i c c p d l l c h � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
c l l l u b 1 h . s t c c | i D c l ! l c o L ( o l . 1 h e d i l c h . h c \ y J s c o | ] 1 ] o n t e ( 1 b y { l c l ! n ( l x l l t ( . o n ] p e a n , w a i t i I l g | o l l l i I l l $ � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
p o l | n c d d 1 r c c t l ) ] l h l | D D u r i D g h i s l e s t 1 m o n y . ( i ) n r p e l t . l c k n o \ l c ( l g e d t h r t a t 1 I l | l t i n r c A k ] r C 1 c D J v i l l h c l d h i s h l I ) ( l s
u p . r s l l l o s u l I c n d c l . w i l h h 1 s | N I n r s o p c n ' x n L l n o � � � � � h � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
\ \ho hrd arrvcd by lh is  t 'nrc !nr lobservc( l  tLc sccuc.  hcxrd sor) r ] rotc  yc l l  h i t  h im.  Ald ic lc- l ) l ] r r l r ,  {ho s ls  at  onc
t imc N 1eg. t l  res ideol  a l ien of thc Unrte( l  S l r les !n( ls ferks sonr .  I i rghsh,  r lso l rerr ( lsor) rco e )c l l  h i t  hu .  h i l  hun.  .  d
Sp€ci f ica l ]yhc. l rd( |onlpcnyc| | : . l \ ,1  ( ' |u l | ! ' i | I ' : : ' ta1"k) l . " l l | ' t l | , , ( . .s t ( )p. !k)pyouMtxlc � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

lo  test iDrony,  Conrpcrn swung h is  shotgun r ro0ni l  in . rn r t lenr t t  lo  h i l  r \ ldrcte l ) r \ ih  !v i th  the but t  o l  hrs werpon.  but
los l  h is  l i ro l jng rDd l i l l  lace do$n into thc ( | r l  rn( lbush Al{ketc Dr\ rh bcgrn lo  nur  lo  tbe rvrr  Agent  l t rnx)s r lso
l . s l l l l e d l h . l t \ h c l l j l c s l ! ! . \ | ( l I e 1 c l ) r \ l l r ! ] l h . d � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
he rs  r ra ined to do lbr  se l l  de lense and dele seo1! l lo lhcr .aoddrdDotseearrywcrpoosorer lhrrofAldrete-Davlhs
hands when Aldrete-Davr la a lnost  rcachcd tbc r i \  cr ,  but  shr le he \ \ '0s s t r l l  out  in  ihe opcn vega ! re | ,  hc heafd
numerous grn shots. Conpean lired al Aldrele-Darih ar lcast tburteen tincs and Ranos fired at Aldrctc-Davila orce.
Aldret€-Davila lclt r srug ur his leli buuock and lell to rhe grourrd When he reached fbr the loc.uron ofrhe pain. hrs
hand came away bloody l.eanDg the shooters nerc about to .erch his localron ard krll him. he lunred lns head and sa'v
rhe two defendanls holsrcr thcir weapoDs, tum r$!v lronr hnn rnd walk back norlh. I Ie gol up. limped ro rhe rive nd
retumed ro N{exjco Rhelc he soughl mcdical ari.D(ron lnd l.xmed thri the buller h,td c.tuscd senous rniury. The bull.t
remained lodged in hrs body. causing him pam .rnd nnpectrrg his abillt), ro !\'alk, uriil extracled by a rnililary physicnn
in lhc United Stales. The bull€ t was remoled in dre Llr rted S tate s becausc it $ as an nnportant p iece o f ev rilence and
because the lal! requires the golernmcnl to fcndcr such assislancc b !ictims On N{ afch I 6, 2006. dre bullet ertracte d
tiom Aldrete-Da!ila s body \ras matched to the s€11icc $erpor cafried by def€ndart Ranos. elidencing that Ranros
lircd the shor that slruck Aldrete-Da!ila.

RESPoNSE OF T}IE GOVERNNIE\T TO REPORTI\G TNACCIIRACIES
RECARDING THE CO}IPT]AN AND RAIIOS PROSECT]TION
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At thc trDrc ofthc shooling, neither agcnt Conpcan Dor agcnl Ramos knew tlut the van driven by Aldrete,
Dalila containcd 7.13 pounds ofmarUuana. The elidence $as un-controlerted rhat, at the tinrc drc victinl $as shot.
nelther ag€nl kneN Nhether the driver rvas illegally in the United Stales or whether a crnnc had bcen commrtted The
onl,v information they had was that the driver had failed to pull over to be rdenriljcd

Accordurg 1o lhc tcstinrony of scvcn olhcr Boriler Patrol agents who arri!ed at lhc sc€ne ofthe lncidenr riier lhc
shoorng. nerther Compean nor Ramos menlloned (hrl lhe dr tr cr rvho absconded had a gun. or that any agenr's lii-e was
rur danger. l)efendant Compean repeatedly denied drat he lrid bccn uriurcd by the driler and re{used thc supcnisor's
ot ler  to  f i ic  a Report  ofAssaLr l t  on h is  behal l

A1 ihe scene, Ranros lold a supcn rsor llial as the srNpecr lled lionr the vehrclc, agcrrt Clonrpern wls on thc lc\cc
attcnrpting to apprchcnd hrn DcfcndlDl Ramos sarii thal as the suspccl tried to flcc Conrpean either tricd to Srab rhc
srst )cd.  or  d id a srdc 1( ]  s idc rnorcr ] rer t t .  bu l  lc l l  ro  lhc gnmnd ard got  d i r l  in  h is  eycs.  RrDr)s ( l i ( l  ro t  Dcnl ro ' r  thc
s h o . 1 l t g . r ] l d s r | L 1 n o t h 1 n g J b o u t I l l c s u s | c c l h t l ! l | l g r $ c J l ) o | l ' , \ l l h . s e . n c � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
lo ld  rnolhcr  rgenl  th ! t  r l  $xs tust  the rdrenal in  lhat  hJd h i  a l l  punrped up.

A n r g e r l w h o c r ) c o u r l e r c d d c l c D ( l a r l { ( , n p c r n a s h o r t t i n r e l x t c r . ! r \ a y l i o  l h c s c e n e o l  t h c  i n c i d c n l ,  i c s t i l i c d
l l I t  (  orDpc:r r  tdr l  I inr .  

' lhJ l  
l i t t lc  br lch knk nrc 1o the grouDd rDd threrv ( i i r l  in  nry [ rcc.  Q)mpcan d id nol  i rx l icr tc

lhr i  hc l t l l  lhrer tcDrd,  th . r t  h is  h le \Lrs n drngcr .  or  that  the dr i !er  hrd r  wcrpon r t  i r ry  r i  )c .  ( i )mpcandidshowlhc
rgc|1r) rnc shcl l  f . rsmss thr t  hc h ld col lcctcd a l  l l rc  sccr)c I rd In l ica lcd h.  \ ras probrbly  n lssurg l ivc nrorc casings. '
( i r r )pcan lo ld lhc rsent  hc hrd l i reJ sonrc rounds . .d i r l  a  r r r rgazi r rc  excherrgc a i l l  f i rcd sonre rDorc .ou.( ls ,  '  x  d rsked
thc rsent  ( )  l (nk lb f  thc addi l r  ra l  crsr  ss.  lhc agcnt  fmcccdcd b thc sccnc o l  thc shoot jng,  locr tcr l  thc addr l ror l l  l lvc
| a S i n g s . l h l c [ ' l h c l r l i l ) l o l l l c ( | ' r i n J g , : d l t c h u d C ! l I c { l ( l c l . c | d J 0 i ( . o  I ] t I  . [ � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
l l r d 1 . U n d l j v c i o u D | I \ r n ( | t h r c $ ' t h e n r | N a y ' l h c | c n l o \ a l o l . 1 1 l c s h e l l c r s l n 8 s h o n r l h c s c c ! c | D r d e l t i n r p o s i | l ) l c t l ) d o J
conrplc le ro lcst igJ l !n  o l  lhc shoot ing

r \ c | o f ] l | l g l ( ) $ n l l e t l n t d e r I h l k ) l | o l i c J " . 3 | l J g e I l t ! t 1 x ) ( i i s c h r r g c s h i s l ] l c l r I I t l r t r | I y l | l n . . i n c 1 l l ( 1 i l r g o | l ( j u l I
o | b v x . c l l e n t . n ) l | s l | e p o l l l h c ( l l s | h J l g c l ( l x s U p c l v l s ' $ 1 t h i n o n c h o L l . B o l h l I c l . c n d a n 1 s ( . o n l l e J n . n ( l R J n x ) s h a d
rt tcD( lcL l  l icxnns rc l leshcr  ! . rnrog whrch nrc ludcs x rc \ iew of lhrs pol icy thc (h l  b . lb 'c  thc jn( idcnl .  In)k lcr  I ,3 l rc l
pol icv r l ! )  rcqui rcs rhat  lhc sccnc o l  i r  shoolurg bc prcsrrve( l  so th i t  thc Seclor  l i \ i ( lcncc Ic . r rn nrxy cx ln ioc thc
e\  r len.c l rk t  l l l .  i  \ r  i l lc r r  rcpor l  dc lar lnrg t l r r i r  l iR l inSs so thur  r  i lc rcn io l r ron crn bc nra i lc  of  w|e lhcr  thc drschrrgc
\ ! \ J l l s l | I i c ( l l l \ i d c n c c p l c s c l l l c ( i r 1 t r l ] l i n d l c ! l t d l h l 1 . i o l h e e l t t i r t l U n e o l t h c d c 1 t n d a n 1 s ' c n l l r l ( ) y D r c n t | s B o f i e r
I ' r l io l  lscnls .  e\e.y repor ted shoolrng h. rd been ru lcd iust r l icd lnd no agenl  was d iscr t lmc( l  us I  rcsul r  o l  r  shoor iDg.
I )e icr ) r i . r ) l  I { rn]os is  r  t ru incd nrcnrbcr  of lhc i jcct ( r  Uvrden.e I  ernr  !u l  a  l fcrna insLrucl  *ho tcrchcs lhe { Ischargc

lcst inx inv ehci l r ( l  r t  l r  r r l  c lcxr  l )  c \ tabl ished lhr t .  Lrn l r l  rn  !N.n i { ! l ion hegrn r r  rh!  W.rshingl ( rn,  D ( '
h . r ( lqu lncrs o l  l |c  I ) .prr l r ,cn l  o l  lknnehnd Secur i tv  (Xice ot  lhe lnspecl (n ( icncrr l  or )  \ ' l r rch 4.  t1)05,  no $nuen
repon had bcen filed. no oral repot had been nade, rntl no pcrson in any ollicirl capacily was cognizant oflhe ticr rilltt
a shootlng had occuned or a lifcarm had been drscharged by any Border Pilrol Agent in the drreclron of an rrdivrdudl
ileerng into Mexrco altcr having failed to slop for ilnmrgfarron starus rdentificarion on Februrry u, 2005. The only
reporl ofany h\r cnibrccmenl actlr'ity on lile tbr the tabers Border Palrol Starior on rhrl darc \ras an Immlgration and
NaturalT,rlron foIm l-1.1. Repo ol Aptrchension or Seizurc, authored by boih deltndants ard sjgncd by Josc Alonso
Qrnpc.rn. The rery bnefrepo( stalcd that atler the driver ofthe !an falled ro pullover foran imnngr,rtion checkr "Tlre

dr iver  of the van begar dr lvrng brck south towards Nler ico Thcdr iverwasablero,bscondintoMexrco. , .Thereporr ,
ldnnlled into evid.nce. then mdicated thrt immcdialeLy alter the drver abscorded. deilndanl Ramos spoued the bags of
martjuana nr ihe van. No written report exrsts that indicates rhat detendanlConpean was assaultcd by the dnver.
mssled $ith rhe drrer. \'as thfcatened b"v the dnrer's acrions or thoughr thc dri\er had a gun. Borhsuperlisors $to
an:l\ ed at the scenc. !ficr dte incidenr rvas over, fcpeat€dly asked defendanr Compean il bc was assaulred or iDJured and
ifhe $ished for rhen lo tile n Repon ofAssault S.r\ ice Enployees, {hjch is routinely compteted if an agent reporls
bemg assaLrhed b) a suspcct. Compean did nor \ish such a reporr to be filed
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This oilice did not prosecule the defendanls because they had \'lolated Bofder Palrol policies Thev $ere
prosecut€d because !he-v had lired their scapons al a man \\'ho had rttempted to surender, but. while hrs open hands

wer. held in lhe air. Agenl Compean aftempted to hi1 the mar with the bull ofhis sholgun lD iear ofwhat the agcnts

$ould do to him ocxt. the man ran a$ ay fronr th€ agerts. \\ho then fired at lcast I5 rounds al him. although fiey hrd

seer hrs open hands and knew that h€ wns not hoLding a *eapon and had no rea$n lo ihrnk drat he had a ueapon'

hifiing him oDcc causing serious bodily lnjut". The rcfcrcnces ro policies are made onl) to denronstrate that hnd the

dcf.ndants belicved rhat fie shoohng "\'asjustified. thcre '\.ts no reason for them to conceal it fron supcnrsors and
renrovc evide ce fronr rhc scene. The laws of rhe t-hited States tnrkc ir a crime for la$ enfor ccmenl oflicers to use
erccssrve forcc u apprehending suspccts. It is a violation ofany person s Constituhonalnglrls ro shoot at theln aft€r
they hav€ attcmptcd to sunender. kno*ing that they are unanned and pose no dnngcr to the ol'ficers or anvone else

At the ini t ia l ioD oftheir  in lest igatrrn, the DIIS-Oi l ice of lnspccror ( ;cneri l  contrctcd Aldrctc Davrla who r l i rs
r l  r h c  l i l r i .  i n  \ l c r r c o  , \ l J r c l e ' l ) a v i l r $ a s a t l i r s l r c l u c l a r l l o r o o t c r r l c \ \ , i t h l h c i r r r e s l i g r l i o r h . . r u s c h c i i r r c , l t h r t
,1r , , ! l , t  l r .  re l r rn 1o 1 l )e I   ted Sutcs.  hc .ould bc I , r ( i \ . ! r1 .L l  l i , r  L l ) .  o l l . r \e '  ! , , ,L i r i r (eJ 1r)  t . l r t roD to (h.  l , , i jJ  . j

nrar luana hc was drrvrng on !ebruary 17,2005.  Inorder losecurchrscooperr l io l randrppeatanc. . t tnal rnthc l ; I led
Stales. this ollice agreed ihal rn rcturo ibr hrs truthtirl lcslinury hc *oulcl Irol bc prosccurcd for thc l:cbrurry ll, 2005,

of lcnscs The rgreenrent  (bes Dot  Inrnrunrze rny o lhc i  conducl

l lascd on a l l  o l  the cv idcncc rdnr i t te( l  dur ing thc t$ ' ( !$r .k  l r i !1 ,  i rc ludurg rhc lcDgl l ry  lest i rnony o ibolh of rhc

dclcDdrnts.  rhc iury o l  tNche c i r izcns hcard a l lo l  rhc lcn rnony.  I  u i lgc( j  thc dcmcrDor rnd crcdrbr l r ry  o l  th t  * r lncss, js

. l l rd  unaninxrs ly  lourd bolh dc l iDdaDls gui l t ]  bcyoid a rc . rsorable doubt  o l  c lcven o l  lhc 1\Lc l ! .  fornts r l lcgcd in thc

indic tmcnt ,  lnc ludnrg rsser l t  wr th a drngc(us rcrpor ,  ass in l t  $ i th  scr ious bodi ly  r  iury.  d is .h l r ! t  o1 r  l i rcr rn ( lur i rs

l h c c o n N l s s i o  o l . 1 c r i n l c o l . v l l l e l c c l n c l w i l i t r l l y v i 0 l a t i n g , \ | d r e t c D a v l 1 x . s C o l ) s 1 i f l 1 0 l a 1 . l o u I t h / \ n r c n { l n r c n t f g | l l
ro  bc l icc l io  )  i l legal  sc izurc.  rs  \ \e l l  as obsl rLrct rngjust icc b)  ru lcr l l rn11y t lc l ic ing the crmc sccnc.  l \ rn ! l  rhoul  t l i .

urcrdc t . , rD( l  l r r lmg t )  rcpor l  lhc t ruth Scntenctr \s  lorbolh dc l i t r lan ls  rs  schedulcd l i ) r  Ocl ( rbcr  l r ) .1006
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FOR]\IER BORDER PATROI, A(;ENTS SENTENCEI)

[ ini ted Statcs Attorne] . lohnny Sutton announccdthat Llnl lcd States Drstr ictJudgc Kalhleen Cardone
has s€rtenced lgnacio Ranros and Jose Alonso ( i rnipcan to I  l2 nnrnths rrrd l44lnonlhs in federalpr ison.
respeclrvely.  on chargss associr ted $i th a Fcbnrary 2005 shool ing rnciderrt  al  lhc l rabcDs l)orrr t  o1 hrtry.
O n N l u r c h S ' r . 2 ( 1 1 ) a , , ! r l i l  l ) i l s o  l ' e x a s .  i u r f , c o r r \ i c i c . l t h c 1 ; r f r c r l r s . l l o l l c r l , r j i n l l r c n r s , ] j  t r s : I r l l
wrrh scr ions bodrly r l r lury,  rssruh wi lh a delJU \ \  capon, disc|algc or a rrrcamr rrr  rcLarrol l  lo a cr rnre ol
violcncc and a civr l r ighls charge. I IcywcrcalsoconvrctedoI lburcounlsandt\ \ 'ocoLrnls.rcspcclrvcly,
ol-obstruct iorr  of juslrcc lhc iLlry acqui l tcd bolh ( ic l_cndatr ls ol  assault  wi lh i |1cnt lo connn| l  nrLnuer.

' ' I rcdcr ir l  rgenls who pr(nccl  our boKler (kscF",c our respccl,  grr l r ludc rrrd t f [st  i t  is a di l l jculr  ] | ld
dal lgcrous iob. But whcn law enlbrcclrcnt ol l lcc|s usc thcir  ba( lgc l ls a shicld laf  c lrryrng oul cr i  rcs
anrl  lhcn cngagc in r  colcr u1),  wc canni) t  l (x)k ihe (nhcr way Agcnls ai)nrpcirr  i l l ld I t rnx)s shol an
unarnrcd. l lccing sLrspcct in thc hrck i l rnl  l icd rbout r l .  st . r t rd LJ i lcd Slr tcs ,^u(nr)fy . t .hIry Sulton

In car ly 2005. lhe dr lcr)dar) ls sln) l  at  rn Lrnr lncd lv{exrcarr N.rtronal.  Nho rvas transporrng l  loat i  rr1
nrar i i runr,  lvhi lc hc w.rs runniDg away l io r  thcm xrd ar lcnr lnirrg ro l lcc back inlo \1!rrco I)u ng thc
rDcident.  (  (nlpcrn l i rcd approxrnr tc ly l . l  rounds fro r  l r is: icrvrcc pist( ] l .  l t i ! )x)\  t j r rct  onr rou|d t jor l r
hrs scf! icc pislol  s lrrk rg the unrr nrcd suspccl Br l Inicstcst jngconl i r lcdlhrrrhchul lcrw|rchsrruck
thc susprct wrs l iorn I lanros scnrcclvcn|on l  addrl ion,tuf tnsfoundlha l lcdelcnihnrsinrc l r lnr l l ly
l i r lod to rcporl  l l l l j  shoot ing nrcidcntb st lpervisors. conccalcd cvi( lc cc and obstfuctrd thc rnvesl igrt ion
lrr .r l l l . tLrforsconvrctcdCompcurol-col l lc l rnganddisposingrhcspl j  rshel lcrsingscrpel ledtronrrhc
delendanls f i rcrmrs in | | ]  e lTo( tLr provcnl lhcm l iorr t  bei  g used rn ot l ic i r l  procccdl l lgs.

l { r c h a r d l - . S k i n n c r , h r s p c s t o r ( j c D e m l o l l h c l J . S . l ) e p a r t r n c n l o f l l o r r r c l a l d S e c u r j l y , , j a . ' t h c m c n a n { l
wonrcn ol lhc llordef l,atrol hrve onc ol lhc nmsr difilcull and dangcfous Jc,bs in tcderat law
eDlbrce el]l. lhey scrve as thc lirst line ofdelense lin.our natlon,s bordcrs and work 10 }l|otect our
Datronal sccurily. lach dry, Border I'alrol agrnls afc c.rllcd rlpur 10 apprchend LllrdocLrmcrled atieDs,
rnlefdrer dirngerous dNg lral l lckers l l ld hunr.rn snrugglcrr . : rnd provide irLd Jrd assl \ t ! | lcr  lo l tx)sl j  i I r
gravc pilysrcal da g€r. Bordcr lratrolagcnls are rrrmcd to fespecl aDd prorcct rhc er\ rlnehls and liberlrcs
of those they encouiter.  Many agents havc lost their  l ives try ing to prctect lhe l ives ofothcrs Inbeing
given the lawiirl aurhority to use deadly force $'hen wanarted, these agetls were beslo\cd wirh the
highest le\ el oftrust. In comnitting rheacts for whrch thcy rveretoday senlcnced. thesc l$o agents havc
betrayed the trust placed ln them by the Dcp|rrlnent ofHomeland Security. their fcllow a!:e|ls, and thc
public. I agarn commend the United Starcs Altontey's Ofiice ibr their succcssful prosecLrtton of this
imponant case. Thc Ofilce of Inspector Ccneral will renatn cornrniit€d to aggr€ssively In\Esugallng
allcgalions ofsenous civil rights abuses to protecl the integ ly ofrhe depanment ard the trusl pl.lced in
u-r l !$ e l forc( iner l  ul f i re|5 "

't h1s case was investiEatedbv the Department ofHomeland Securily Oifice ofthe I1lspeclor Gencral and
was pfosecuted 1br the governntenl by Assistanl United States Altomeys Debra p. Kanofand Jose Luis
Gonzalez.
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In nry opinaoo. t ln i tcd Sl.r les I lo( lcr Palr) l  . r t lcnts alc somo ofAnrcr ica's nrosL u|sLrng
l , c , ( x s  l h c )  h r \ c  i r r  c n ( ' r n n , L r s l ]  ( l i l l i r L r l t j , n )  1 1 ) . )  r o u r j l r c t v  g o  u p  u s a i n s t  d r u s  l r x l | i c k e r s
and al ien smugglcrs ol icn in the nl iddlc of the ni l thr in sonrc of lhc nnrst rer l () le and rnhospi labte
arcas ofth€ Uni lcd S{alos. At t inrcs, thcy lacc grcal dtngor.  Ihe law rccognizcs tbat agcnls wi l l
n)akc n) istrkes, and thc govcrnnrrnt takcs rcsp(rrsibi l i ty lor good lai lh t  istakos lr i tdc in thc l iDc
ol duty Rut no agenl is given l iccnso 1() wi l l lu l ly shoor t lD uDarnrcd. l lcoing suspcct in the back
. i m l l )  h r : r u . .  t h e  r o r ,  r s , l r l l i . r r l t . . l . r r r f r r , , u . , i r  r , , t r . r l . u r r .

' l  
hc simple 1nrlh ol  lh is cirse is rhat Agcnls (  (n pcl |  l r  t {anros shot 15 r inrcs Ir  i rn

unarmcd man rvho Nas nrnning arvay i iont thcln .rnd l )oscd ro thrc.r l .  l  hcy l i rd aboLrt  wh.rt
happcncd, covcrcd up thc shoot i  g,  consp;fcd to drstroy Lhe cvidcncc and t l )cn l )rocccdcd 1r)
wri to up and l ; lc l i lsc rcport .

Agcnt ( i )n)punn and l tann)s \ i r fc not rai l fo lr lcd b1 solrrc nvcr zcalrus pr)scuur(r . ,  rhcv
*crc unaninrously l i )undgui l ty l)y l . tur)  iD a tJoj lcd Shrcs 1:c( ler i l  t ) istr ictaourl . r t i r rat f in l
lhal  hstcd otore lhrn two nnd a hl l l  \ \ rcks lhe l \o .rgcnts serc rrprcsented bv cxpcricnccd
and.rgSressivc tr i r l  a l torncys, bolh ol  whonr vigoroLrsly ch l longcd t l )e Covorolncrt 's evidencc
lhrough cross exalDinat ion. t ]olh rgents told thcir  s lor ics l rom thl j  wi t l rcss stan(l  nd hrd lul l
opporluDi l ies to cxphin their  \els i(rn ol  cvents iuld 10 ol ler lhejr  {Jwn cvidencr.  Ihejury hc.rrd
c\cnlhing including thc dclcndant 's clainrs r) t 'scl l  dcttnse. lho problcnr f i r  Mr. ( i rnpcan .rnd
l\,1r. Itauos is thrl lh(jju|y did not bclicvc rhcir slorics bocauslj lbcy wcre nor 1ruc.

' I  he tr ia l  cvidcnce shorved rhrr anrLrnd i :00 p ln Aldrcle ((he Mcricrn r l icn) ini l i . t l lv fan
l ionr th!  Igenls,  l )ut  sun eud!rci l  \ \  r rh I is cmpty hrnds ruisld o! cr his hca(t  i l ier / \8errr  (  i )mN.rn
pointed his shotgun at him. As AgeDt Conpcar tricd 1(r push Aldrcle down to the ground !vilh
the butt of his shotgun. Clompean tripped and iell al1d Aldrets rook offagain lo$,ar(l thc l{io
Grande Rivcr and Mexico. Compean chased Aldrctc firing at hin lvilh his pisloi fourlcen times,
pausing once to reload and then shoot some more. Ageni Ramos shot once and struck Aldretc in
the buttocks. Neithcr agent nlade any furthcr ellon to apprehcnd hint. After.the shooriug,
Compeen and Ramos decided to lie ro iheir supervisors about the shoL,ling and pickeo up anu
threw away thc fired shell casings. Ncxl they iiled a false investigalive reporl leaving oul any
menlion ofthe confiontation sith the alierj.

-  nlorc -
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IfCompcan and Ramos truly believcd Aldrete $as a thrcal, \\hy did thcy abandon hinl
al ier shoot ing hinl l  And i f they truly bcl ic!ed lhe shooring \ \asjust i f ied, why did they nor
repon it. lcare the scene undisturbed, and let the invcstigation absolvc thenll The answers to
these qusslions are simplc. The agents kne$ that Aldrere did Dor posc a tbreat as he fl€d. they
kncw the shooting was unjrstified and unlawful, and they kn$v an investigation *'ould
incriminale thenl. So thcy chose to covcr up their crime. In America. lalv cnforcemcnt officers
do not get to shoot rnarmed suspccts who are nrnning alvay, lie about it lo their supervisors ard
I i lc of t lc ial  rcporls that arc falsc. Ihat is a cr inte r  d pfosecutors cannol look tho othcr \ra),

NIy oi i jce $ould havc uruoh p.clbrrcd to see Aldrctc convicled and scnt to pr ison lbr his
cr inrcs. Wo are in the business oftut t inS guys I ikc him in thc poni lorr iary.  We do i t  cvcry ( jay.
I lut  s incc thc agcnls could not idcnt i fy hinr,  lbund no f ingcrpr i  rs.  coul. l  not t ic hinr lo the van
and did nol apprchcni l  hinr ai icr  shool inB h;rr l ,  thc crsc agair)sl  Aldreto could nor bc proycd. . t  hc
agents'cr iminal l lchavior,  l ics and cl lbrrs kJ concc. l l  thcir  cr iDrc deslr 'o),cd thoir  crodjbi l i ly bcl i l re
anl jLrry.

( iDIronlod \ \ ' i1h thc \ ! i l l l i r l  and i l lcgal usc ot r tc ldly j i ) rce by cxpcricnced Border l ,atrol
i lgcnts,  and insul l ic i rnl  ovidoncc to pi)sccule thc nr l f l juana r io lat ion. prcseculors pfonl iscd
.^ldrctc they would rx)t  usc his lnrthl i l  s lalc lncnts i tnd lcst i lnoov 10 prosccutc him. lhis type ol '' 'use;nlnlul l i ly is uuthof jrod l ))  l_cdcral  statulc.  and ledc| i r l  prosccutors rround thc c{)unln,
roul lncly Drrkc si ln i l : r r  rcprcscntr l I {)ns t()  oblain cnrcir l  lest inrol l ) .  As a pracl ic l  Dut lcr,  lhe
promisc 11r r \ ldrolc gl lvc up vcry l i l l lo,  bUt al lowed us ro in\cst igi j tc a scr. iorrs cr inrc 0t v iolcnce.
( l )nlraf !  l ( )  thc ehinrs ol  (  onrpc.rn. Rroros i ind olhcrs, thjs docs not  lxkc lhc bordcr loss securc.
, \ l lo* ing la\  less and rvanl(nr v iolcoce by cvcn hvo I lordcr I ,ot fol  i r l tcnts 1(r go un d( l ,essuo onry
in\ r lcs l l r lher escalal ;(  

 

of  v ioloDcc along tbo bordcr

l:irritlly. (inrgress dctcrnlincd tho pcorlties intposcd on Cirnpcan and Iiantus. by setting
tbc punishr lcnt lbr discharging x l i rcarm during l  cr ime ofviolencc at imprisonnrent ibr a1 leasl
len ycafs. on bp ol .rny other senlerce intposed. Allhough thc penahy is stifl, Contlress i,ttcnded
lo delcr rnd scvcrclv punish the unlawful  usc o1-gLrns and nr irdc no except ioi  l i ) r  lcw
rr l in.cmerl  ol l icrrs l l  \ re rrc to delnt lnd r | i r l  lhc h\s b! l i l l ! ) \ rd l )n our Soulh*csr ooruer $e
must be pr€pared to apply them to our own agenls when thcy rvilllirlly and intentionally vjolalc
them.


